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shrinking cities volume 1 isbn 3 7757 1682 3 u s 55 00 paperback 6 75 x 9 in 736 pgs 389

color and 114 b w item february architecture a decade ago the prevailing wisdom was that

cities grow sprawling ever wider in fact while city dwellers make up nearly half the world s

population new research by the united nations and other demographers has shown that for

every two cities that are growing three are shrinking some cities that were bustling centers of

commerce just a generation ago have become modern day pompeiis the new york times

includes special sessions

we tend to think cities look the way they do because of the conscious work of architects

planners and builders but what if the look of cities had less to do with design and more to do

with social cultural financial and political processes and the way ordinary citizens interact

with them what if the city is a process as much as a design richard j williams takes the
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moment construction is finished as a beginning tracing the myriad processes that produce the

look of the contemporary global city this book is the story of dramatic but unforeseen urban

sights how financial capital spawns empty towering skyscrapers and hollowed out ghettoes

how the zoning of once illicit sexual practices in marginal areas of the city results in the

reinvention of culturally vibrant gay villages how abandoned factories have been repurposed as

creative hubs in a precarious postindustrial economy it is also the story of how popular

urban clichés and the fictional portrayal of cities powerfully shape the way we read and see

the bricks concrete and glass that surround us thought provoking and original why cities look

the way they do will appeal to anyone who wants to understand the contemporary city

shedding new light on humanity s greatest collective invention

we live in a unique moment in history right now more people live in urban centers than ever

before this means that we have an unprecedented opportunity to influence the majority of the

world through the church in the city helping us to make the most of this moment urban

pastors justin buzzard and stephen um lay out a compelling vision for cultural engagement and

church planting in our world s cities if you re looking for motivation to maintain a commitment

to the city or for guidance as you consider going all in this book provides a comprehensive

analysis of urban life that informs instructs inspires and answers questions including why cities

are so important what the bible says about cities how to overcome common issues and develop

a plan for living missionally in the city instead of retreating from or taking from our cities

here is a call to make the cities our home to take good care of them and to participate in god

s kingdom building work in the urban centers of our world

this book is based on the author s 33 years of intensive fieldwork it chronicles a major

movement that shaped the preservation policy in japan in the 1980s and 1990s providing thick

descriptions of preservationists that are not available anywhere else in english it also provides
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clear answers to a series of pressing questions about preservationists are they building huggers

are they selfish and myopic home owners or are they merely obstacles to urban planning and

urban renewal since 1984 saburo horikawa professor of sociology at hosei university in tokyo

has continuously studied the movement to preserve the otaru canal in otaru japan this book

shows that the preservation movement was neither conservative nor an obstacle rather the

movement sought to promote changes in which the residents place would continue to be theirs

as such the word preservation does not mean the prevention of growth and development but

rather its control as is shown in this study preservation allows for and can even promote

change the original japanese version of this book published by the university of tokyo press has

won 3 major academic awards most notably the ishikawa prize the highest award bestowed by

the city planning institute of japan it is extremely unusual that a sociology book should

receive such important recognition from the city planning discipline

arthur l stinchcombe has earned a reputation as a leading practitioner of methodology in

sociology and related disciplines throughout his distinguished career he has championed the idea

that to be an effective sociologist one must use many methods this incisive work introduces

students to the logic of those methods the logic of social research orients students to a set

of logical problems that all methods must address to study social causation almost all

sociological theory asserts that some social conditions produce other social conditions but

the theoretical links between causes and effects are not easily supported by observation

observations cannot directly show causation but they can reject or support causal theories

with different degrees of credibility as a result sociologists have created four main types of

methods that stinchcombe terms quantitative historical ethnographic and experimental to

support their theories each method has value and each has its uses for different research

purposes accessible and astute the logic of social research offers an image of what sociology

is what it s all about and what the craft of the sociologist consists of
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