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the author of how animals grieve contends that religion is a consequence of primate evolution in this brilliant book booklist starred review
religion has been a central part of human experience since at least the dawn of recorded history the gods change as do the rituals but the
underlying desire remains a desire to belong to something larger greater most lasting than our mortal finite selves but where did that desire
come from can we explain its emergence through evolution yes says biological anthropologist barbara j king and doing so not only helps us to
understand the religious imagination but also reveals fascinating links to the lives and minds of our primate cousins evolving god draws on king
s own fieldwork among primates in africa and paleoanthropology of our extinct ancestors to offer a new way of thinking about the origins of
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religion one that situates it in a deep need for emotional connection with others a need we share with apes and monkeys though her thesis is
provocative and she s not above thoughtful speculation king s argument is strongly rooted in close observation and analysis she traces an
evolutionary path that connects us to other primates who like us display empathy make meanings through interaction create social rules and
display imagination the basic building blocks of the religious imagination with fresh insights she responds to recent suggestions that
chimpanzees are spiritual or even religious beings and that our ancient humanlike cousins carefully disposed of their dead well before the time
of neandertals her interpretations result in a provocative hypothesis about the evolution of spirituality the dallas morning news

the idea that we can partner with god strikes some people as audacious others consider it pretentious some may think it s downright
blasphemous can creatures actually can partner with god this book answers that question in the affirmative the responses vary and the
proposals provoke new insights along the way the ideas break new ground it turns out partnering with god has various meanings and
dimensions the seventy seven contributors explore this rich diversity in accessible language deep insight and multiple stories their explorations
inspire elucidate and motivate what they re saying this helpful book provides both important concepts and lived experience that invite us to
consider how what we think about god affects how we live in the world sarah heaner lancaster methodist theological school in ohio these
essays are insightful practical thoughtful and worth our consideration each author brings unique insights into the divine christopher fisher god is
open get a copy of partnering with god

theological anthropology 500 years after martin luther gathers contributions on the theme of the human being and human existence from the
perspectives of orthodox and protestant theology these two traditions still have much to learn from each another five hundred years after martin
luther s reformation taking martin luther s thought as a point of reference and presenting orthodox perspectives in connection with and in
contradistinction to it this volume seeks to foster a dialogue on some of the key issues of theological anthropology such as human freedom sin
faith the human as created in god s image and likeness and the ultimate horizon of human existence the present volume is one of the first
attempts of this kind in contemporary ecumenical dialogue

romans was written by paul apostle of jesus christ to the gentiles as an apostle paul spent his life traveling the mediterranean area preaching
the gospel and establishing churches in the course of his missionary career paul wrote numerous letters to the churches he had established as
a way to pastor them in his absence romans is the longest and most complex of paul s letters john e toews explores why paul writes to remind
the roman churches of god s purpose for both jew and gentile and to reconcile jewish christian and jewish gentile church relationships

exploring the subtle political philosophy within the biblical narrative this book presents enduring insights that complement ancient greek
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philosophy for contemporary political distinctions uncovering overlooked socio political ideologies to provide a unique perspective alongside the
classical philosophical tradition by adopting a sociological approach ronen shovel interprets the bible as a reflection of perspectives and
ideologies emphasizing the intricate dynamics between rulers and subjects balancing justice and power within societies a key focus is the
examination of holiness as a distinct political category influencing institutions ethics justice and even the use of force this perspective
challenges traditional religious scholarship merging sociology with the concept of holiness holiness and society enriches political philosophy
religious studies and sociology broadening their boundaries and offering fresh perspectives serving as a bridge between antiquity and
modernity providing valuable insights into contemporary political thought

is your god too safe we human beings have an unhealthy tendency to domesticate god to fashion a comfortable predictive deity who will cater
to our whims and accommodate our preferences fortunately for our sakes the words and actions of the god revealed in scripture are far more
radical and provocative than any deity our imagination could concoct

provocative form in plato kant nietzsche and others seeks 1 to liberate form from its primary affiliation with intellect and with its putative
structural function and 2 to relocate it as the correlate of imagination and desire through careful analyses of key texts in plato kant nietzsche
schelling and others the originary but largely concealed sense of form presents itself as shot through with darkness and play even as it
illuminates and orders experience far from being secondary or settled philosophical form is provocative by its very nature

a restless search is on cover stories about the real jesus are on the increase in news magazines best sellers based on alternative gospels and
documentaries whether you re a devout christian an inquiring seeker or a rank skeptic this book is for you if you wish to explore the teaching of
jesus provocative grace focuses on the words of jesus not as rules to live by but as challenges to precipitate growth into greater maturity morris
asks us to enlarge our existing concepts and to stretch our beliefs about jesus beyond the borders of formal christianity and what we learned in
sunday school the jesus of the gospels in all his modes of encountering people as prophet healer wisdom teacher mystic social critic and
nonviolent revolutionary is a disturber of our immaturities one who challenges us to find and use our strengths writes morris jesus was neither a
rule maker or idealist but a provocateur rather than impossible ideals imposed upon us his sayings are proddings to grow step by step by trial
and error learning into the best possibilities of our nature listen to jesus words not with an attitude of uncritical acceptance or blind faith but
rather with an openness to hear the message in a fresh way provocative grace dares us to wrestle with jesus sayings and to experience a vivid
revelation of god s love and grace each chapter helpfully arranges the book so that it may be an aid to personal refiection journaling or
discussion
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